
 

 

 

Start with left finger on the 

Offense Level of the lead charge 

Calculate total number of previous 

convictions and find correlating 

Criminal History Category, place right 

finger on that category 

Slide Your Fingers along their respective row and column to get to the 

sentencing range where they meet. For example, an offense level of 16, with 

a criminal history category of III is an advisory sentence of 27-33 months 

Zone A is eligible 

for a fine only, 

straight probation, 

probation + 

confinement 

(Imprisonment 

and/or community 

confinement) 

Zone B is not 

eligible for 

probation. Usually 

involves 

imprisonment of at 

least 1 month with 

community 

confinement or 

straight 

imprisonment 

Zone C is not 

eligible for 

probation. 

Imprisonment of at 

least half of 

minimum range 

plus community 

confinement or 

straight 

imprisonment 

Zone D is 

imprisonment only 

READING & UNDERSTANDING THE FEDERAL SENTENCING GUIDELINES 


